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replaced by that of birth in the determination of caste,
arid the religious life lapsed into a soulless formalism
laving lost touch with its spiritual foundations. The
four ashramas or motives of life, existed merely as a
mechanical routine, instead of as necessary aims to
"be fat-filled for the all-round development of man.
The worship of ancestors took the form of family
exaltation. And much worse things happened in
"Europe in the name of religion. Yet, in spite of all
these rigidities, the conventional stage in India, China
.and Europe was marked by long periods of great
'Cultural revivals that proved the immense vitality and
-wonderful creative energy with which Nature had
-endowed these countries so that they might be able
to live fruitfully and advance steadily towards their
future destiny. Another saving aspect of this stage
was that in its effort to preserve the shell it helped
in a way to preserve the kernel too. Thus, beneath
all excrescences there was always the shining core
-of the ancient vision, though for a time hidden from
the human view.

The conventional is a remarkable phase in the
historic -evolution of India. It is the longest and
culturally the most creative epoch in Indian history.
A period of over a thousand years of it is known as
the classical age when the highest point was reached
-during the time of the Guptas which witnessed a
most brilliant outburst of the literary and artistic
genius of the race, almost incomparable in history.
After going through the experiences necessary for a